Gentlemen, I beg to thank you very cordially for the honor you have done me in electing me to the office of President of the Bristol Medico-Chirurgical Society.
It has been the custom for the new President of each year to deliver an inaugural address upon some subject of medical or surgical science. To me it has been a matter of some difficulty to select a topic of sufficient interest without going over ground which has been fully and ably discussed by others many times over. The mine seems at first sight to be almost exhausted, and yet how vast is the undiscovered land to those who are seekers after Nature's truths. We live in days when busy brains are searching with all their powers for the ultimate causes of specific diseases, when the investigation for living organisms in the blood and animal tissues has become the absorbing object of modern pathological enquiry. 
